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This newsletter goes out to many photographers in New Zealand and overseas - and to anybody who asks to go onto
the mailing list. If you know anybody who would like to be on the mailing list, please get them to email me. It’s free
and they can unsubscribe at any time, of course.

1. GEAR … and GREAT PHOTOS
So, tell me what camera you have? Your
lenses? Tripod? Filters? Image processing
software?
And also tell me, please, what do you think
is the single most important thing for
getting good photos?
The gear matters, of course, but it’s not the
biggie. YOU are. Your creativity, your
passion, your effort, your soul, your unique
way of seeing the world we live in. There is
only one YOU [to state the obvious] and
you see the world differently from
everybody else. So you bring a set of skills,
loves, dislikes, life experiences, and
commitment unique to you. No one else
brings exactly what you bring.
Good photographers can create good – and
sometimes great – photos wherever they
are, and whatever gear they have. And
some photographers with the best, newest,
smartest cameras and top lenses - but
without passion - often create ….. nothing
much. Perfectly sharp and beautifully
exposed maybe, but lacking impact, lacking
meaning, lacking connection, lacking
emotion, lacking soul.
Your camera is a technical marvel, verging on magical in a technical sense. So let it do what it does well,
while you bring what only you can bring: your vision, your creativity, your playfulness, your uniqueness,
your knowledge of your special places. Your gifts. Your YOU.
So – don’t feel any great need to race out and buy the newest camera or that new lens. Well, OK, do it if
you must, I know it’ll make you feel better, but remember that gear alone does not create great
photography. You do. You!

2. DO YOU KNOW WHEN YOU’RE GETTING GOOD PHOTOS?
Do you know when you’re getting good photos?
Sometimes I do, but often I don’t. When I’m out photographing away from home, I’m usually somewhere I
want to be, enjoying just being there. Even without a camera, I’d enjoy being there, appreciating what was
all around me and in front of me. With a camera, I have the option of sharing with others the experience
that I’m enjoying. Often that experience is what brought me there in the first place.
The question reminds me of a review I read many years ago of a new album Paul McCartney had released.
The reviewer, probably a musician himself or herself, said something like “It’s not a great album, but that’s
OK. There will be more, and better. Paul himself may quite likely not know whether it’s good or not. He’s a
musician and being a musician is a lifelong calling, a never-ending journey. The musician [Paul in this case]
just lets it flow out, enjoys the process, and yes, quite likely does not know at the time whether it’s ‘good’
or not”. That’s a very rough summary of the review, with a few of my own thoughts thrown in, but it’s
stayed with me.
The same is very likely
true of all or at least
most musicians, artists,
and yea, even
photographers. Of
course, we all like
creating “good”, but to
create “good” we have to
create a lot, keep
creating, trying, evolving,
adapting, innovating,
playing, and – as the Nike
ad says – simply doing it.
“Good” or “great” will
stand out from the crowd
later. With some distance
between the shooting
and later viewing, the
good photos stand out more clearly. Even then, sometimes we need other people to tell us “That’s a good
shot!” about a photo we hadn’t rated too highly ourselves.
A personal story. Many years ago at the start of my professional career and after a 3-week trip to
subantarctic Campbell Island I had, naturally, many photos of Campbell Island and gave several slide
shows. One particular photo was useful in the slide show [the photo above], but I didn’t rate it much
myself. In fact, at the time I shot it, I took just one photo of that view, a sure sign that I didn’t think the
landscape in front of me was anything special. No more special than countless other views on this ruggedly
beautiful island. But this one photo was singled out by several people. So I entered it in the BBC Wildlife
Photographer of the Year competition. A few months later I was being flown to London to receive a First
Prize in one of the sections for that photo. Plus the chance to meet [Sir] Peter Scott, the famous naturalist,
and son of “Scott of the Antarctic”. All for a photo I hadn’t rated very highly at all. If you look hard, you can
just make out a royal albatross soaring through sunlit mists at the left of the photo. Since then I’ve made a
point of checking in with other people when I’m not sure about any photos. We all see things differently.

3. “Close to home” photography – part 4
Within a 3-4 hours’ drive
Inside

This is the last of my four “Close to Home” portfolios showing some of the photo possibilities I’ve found in
recent times without moving too far from home.
1.
2.
3.
4.

Home – inside - Newsletter #93
Home – outside [garden and the sky above] - Newsletter #94
Nearby – within a 30-minute drive - Newsletter #95
A bit further afield – within 3-4 hours’ drive. This Newsletter #96

All the photos on these three pages were taken within a 3-4 hour drive from my home here in Tauranga.
The main point of showing you these is to help you feel better about not being on that overseas trip you
were hoping to be on and at the same time helping you realize that there are enough photographic
possibilities – good possibilities and sometimes great possibilities – all around us, wherever we are, to keep
us happy for a long, long time.

4. “PHOTO IMPRESSIONISM & PHOTO ART” Workshop – Sunday 11 th July
Photo Impressionism is an exciting area of photography. It releases
your inner artist. It creates images filled with colour and
movement and texture and feeling and emotion. It allows you to
get really good photos when other photographers are complaining
that “there’s nothing to photograph” or “the light is lousy”. I’ve
learned and developed many techniques, tips, and tricks over the
years, and I’ll pass these on to you. Many are remarkably easy,
once you know what to do and “get your eye in". You will very
likely impress yourself!
Sunday 11th July, 9.00 am – 5.00 pm plus assignment and follow-up
evening 2-3 weeks later for assignment evaluation [at a time that
suits everyone]. The follow-up can be by email. Cost: The full
course fee [which includes tuition, hand-outs, yummy catering,
assignment, and follow-up] is $245. Full-time students with ID
$145.


“I was thrilled with my photos thank you. It opens a whole
new world!! The photo-impressionism workshop was
wonderful. We went to a bleak, midwinter park and
created beautiful, colourful photos. Photos full of fun,
imagination, and mystery.” Vicki Ostler



“Hi Kim, I LOVED the Impressionist Photo workshop and
would recommend it to anyone wanting to have some fun
and get creative with their camera. My family and friends
were very impressed with my impressionist photos taken at
Yatton Park and one friend even offered to buy one to put
on a canvas to hang in her home!!” Jan Gill



“I found the photo impressionism workshop very exciting
as it allows me to pursue my more artist/creative side, the
techniques we learned have opened up a whole new world
for me.” Lynda Farnworth

Previously I have run “Photo Impressionism” and “Turning your Photos into Art” as separate workshops,
but they really belong together. So in this workshop, I’ll cover both. Two for the price of one 😊
My approach to Photo Impressionism is to use various in-camera techniques to create what is hopefully a
unique vision of the world and then to make that capture look as good as possible in Photoshop/Lightroom
using just normal sliders such as Exposure, Contrast, Vibrance, Clarity, Texture and so on.
“Turning your photos into Art” goes further, turning your photos into something that looks more like a
painting than a photo. The results are often amazing but …. the good news is that many of these results are
EASY to obtain. Often so easy it almost feels like cheating. Some of the techniques use
Photoshop/Lightroom and others use either free programs or need-to-purchase programs. You will
surprise yourself. Look at the accompanying images I’ve created with the techniques & programs I’ll show
you in this workshop. After a few hours, YOU will have the knowledge and techniques to get photos just
like them. Or better! The four rose images below are all Photo Art variations of a photo taken by Melissa
Hayes.

5. “POWERFUL PHOTOGRAPHY, GREAT PHOTOGRAPHY - SOUL IN YOUR
PHOTOS” workshop – Saturday 7th August
We’d all like some magic – and/or “soul” – in our photos.
Sure, we all take normal or “real” photos, but most of us also
want to take or create photos with that something extra that
sets them apart from the rest, something that gives them an
emotional or personal connection, that makes you smile or
makes other people go “Wow!” Images that stay in your
mind and heart. The ones you want to hang on your wall.
But how to get such photos? That’s what this somewhat
unusual workshop will explore. I’ve only ever run this
workshop once before, back in 2014, and it was the bestattended workshop to date – full house! “So why haven’t
you run it since then, Kim?” I’m not sure, but in August I’ll
run it for a second time. This is the least technical workshop
of the many I run, but possibly the most important. There
won’t be much about f-stops, aperture, or histograms - but
there will be a lot about what makes GREAT photos.
We will examine in detail several important topics, each
closely related to the others:
** Great photography, powerful photography. What it is.
How to achieve it.
** Soul and emotion in photography.
** “Seeing” photos - “how to see the photographic
possibilities in what’s in front of me?”
** Creativity. What it is and how to tap into it.
** Atmosphere/mood in photography. This will include
some technical stuff, but not too much
Part 1: Saturday 7th August 9.00 -5.00 pm. Workshop
Part 2: Assignment – in your own time over 3-4 weeks.
Part 3: Evaluation and critiquing of your photos. We meet
again for a few hours at a time that suits everybody.
Cost: Full course fee [which includes workshop, follow-up, hand-outs, and yummy catering] $295 [or $245
Early Bird – if booked by 28 July]. Full-time students with ID $145.

6. Kim’s 2021 PROGRAMME
FEBRUARY
 Tuesday 2nd February – the first “Photos & Coffee” meeting of the year. 7.00 – 10.00pm. Free.
 Saturday 13th February “Photo Walk” at McLaren Falls Park 9.00 am to 12.00 midday. Free.
 Saturday 27th February. “Beach Magic Photography” workshop. Full day plus follow-up.
MARCH
 Tuesday 2nd March. “Photos & Coffee” informal meeting. 7.00 – 10.00pm. Free.
 Sunday 28st March. “Close Up Magic” workshop. Full day plus follow-up.
APRIL
 Tuesday 6th April. “Photos & Coffee” informal meeting. 7.00 – 10.00pm. Free.
 Saturday 17th April. “Slow, Smooth & Wonderful – Long Exposures” workshop. Full day plus
follow-up.
MAY



Tuesday 4th May. “Photos & Coffee” informal meeting. 7.00 – 10.00pm. Free.
Sunday 23rd May. “Good photos, Great Photos – Anytime, Anywhere” workshop. Full day plus
follow-up.

JUNE
 Tuesday 1st June. “Photos & Coffee” informal meeting. 7.00 – 10.00pm. Free.
 Saturday 12th June. “Photo Essentials” workshop. Full day plus follow-up.
JULY



Tuesday 6th July. “Photos & Coffee” informal meeting. 7.00 – 10.00pm. Free.
Sunday 11th July. “Photo Impressionism & Photo Art” workshop. Full day plus follow-up.

AUGUST
 Tuesday 3rd August. “Photos & Coffee” informal meeting. 7.00 – 10.00pm. Free.
 Saturday 7h August. “Soul in your photos” workshop. Full day plus follow-up.
SEPTEMBER
 Tuesday 7th September. “Photos & Coffee” informal meeting. 7.00 – 10.00pm. Free.
 Sunday 12th September. “Exciting New Techniques” photo workshop. Full day plus follow-up.
OCTOBER
 Saturday 2nd October. “Great people photos” workshop. Portraits, kids, families, candid, travel,
events, weddings. Full day plus follow-up. Full day plus follow-up.
 Tuesday 5th October. “Photos & Coffee” informal meeting. 7.00 – 10.00pm. Free.
NOVEMBER
 Tuesday 2nd November. “Photos & Coffee” informal meeting. 7.00 – 10.00pm. Free.
 Sunday 7th November. “Black and White Magic Photography” workshop. Full day plus follow-up.
DECEMBER
 Tuesday 7th December. “Photos & Coffee” informal meeting. 7.00 – 10.00pm. Free.
One day workshops 9.00 am – 5.00 pm

COST: One-day workshops: $295 – or $245 for Early Birds if you register by 10 days before the workshop.
Full-time students with ID $145. Course fees include tuition, detailed hand-outs, yummy catering, plus
[for most workshops] an assignment and follow-up evening.

7. KIM’S PHOTOS & COFFEE EVENINGS
We meet on the first Tuesday of each month [except January], chat about photography, and view some of
the recent photos we’ve taken. It’s free [no charge], supper is served, and there’s no obligation of any
kind. Please email me if you’d like to come [it’s not a big room so I need to keep an eye on numbers].
These evenings are always fun and friendly - there’s usually many smiles and laughs. It’s a great way of
meeting up with like-minded people, being inspired by the creativity of our group of photographers, and
coming away with new ideas and tips. There’s a wide range of interests and abilities – so you’re very
unlikely to feel out of your depth. Bring photos if you wish, but there’s no obligation to. Some people do,
some don’t. The next one will be on Tuesday 3rd August, starting at 7.00 pm. 18 Greerton Road, Tauranga.

8. PRIVATE TUITION
Yes, like you I’m usually busy doing “other stuff” too, but I can nearly always fit private tuition in, and I am
very happy to do so. Two hours $150.
Or – for just the cost of a full-day workshop [with Early Bird discount] - $245 – you get my full attention one-on-one - for 4 hours. This can be out in the field or at my studio, looking at your photos on my
computer, going over your camera functions, looking into specific techniques, or all of the above and more
– whatever you want to do. I’m here for you. For only $475 I’m yours for the whole day.
Think not just about cost, but “value” – it’s one-on-one with an experienced photographer and teacher and
we cover a lot each hour. Bring a friend if you wish - no extra charge.

PHOTOGRAPHING ARTWORKS
PHOTOSHOPPING
PHOTO RESTORATION
As well as teaching photography and mentoring a number of photographers, I also offer photo restoration,
Photoshopping, and “Photographing your Artworks” services. $50 per hour [we get a lot done each hour].

ABOUT KIM





Loves photography and loves inspiring, guiding, and supporting photographers.
Over 30 years as a professional photographer and teaching photography for 14 years now
Five First Prizes in the BBC “Wildlife Photographer of the Year” competition, the Olympics of nature
photography worldwide.
18 books published [international distributions] – written and photographed by Kim.



https://www.sunlive.co.nz/news/220936-kim-westerskov-award-winning-photographer.html



https://b29454bb-bd92-42b1-aee8-30f256446a3e.filesusr.com/ugd/337e9d_1a35f441345e4c4fb57d03976cdc88ca.pdf

